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Thurman was a very different character. 
He rarely spoke directly about particular 
political issues. Instead he preferred to 
speak to patterns of human behavior, the 
need for deeper personal reflection and 
the importance of the individual religious 
experience. Those who read his work 
or heard him speak were the ones who 
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had to find a way to get a wider audience 
immediately wrapped into this new 
character and I felt the best way to do that 
was to “validate” him by connecting him 
to Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

Also, at the beginning of the film, I 
found a clip from a speech Oprah  


