
  

It was 2015, and fresh out of Deer Park High School on Long Island, Vannessa was ready to join her four 
older siblings in the work force. College had not been the choice for them, or for earlier generations of 
the family, and Vannessa — the self-described “quiet person in the corner who didn’t really talk” — took 
for granted that she would be no different.  

But Tracey and Lisa knew better. “You are the 
one,” Vannessa remembers them telling her. “We need you 
to do this.”  

So, she did. Colgate University ’19, to Boston College Law 
School, and look at her now: Vannessa Lawrence, Rappaport 
Fellow.  

At 23, she has a 


