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Selectivity at law schools, however, is one factor that can be quantified; you can gauge a school's relative
selectivity by comparing the number of applicants accepted to the overall number of applications. Two key
resources that will help you determine your competitiveness for schools are is the Official Guide to ABA
Law Schools, which includes the required disclosures that provide insight into selectivity.

Schools can be divided roughly into three groups:

ǒ Schools with national reput

http://www.abarequireddisclosures.org/
http://www.abarequireddisclosures.org/
https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-law-schools/law-rankings
http://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube/
http://www.ncbex.org/exams/ube/
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A few schools on the quarter system allow students to enter mid-year. Summer entry and/or summer
courses can accelerate the degree program from three to two-and-a-half calendar years. And finally,
some law schools have created summer trial programs, which allow borderline applicants to prove
themselves capable of legal study

https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/best-law-school-you
https://officialguide.lsac.org/release/OfficialGuide_Default.aspx
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/aba_approved_law_schools/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/legal_education/resources/
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Understanding Admissions Criteria

Objective Criteria
Law schools consider the objective criteria, the GPA and LSAT score, the factors that most accurately
predict how applicants will perform in their first year of law school:

ǒ Law School Admission Test (LSAT): Applicants take the LSAT, a half-day standardized test,
during one of nine test administrations offered annually by the Law School Admission Council.
Scores, which range from 120 to 180, are used by most law schools as a common measurement
of potential for success in law school.7

ǒ Undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA): Applicants submit undergraduate transcripts to the
Credential Assembly Service (CAS), which converts grades to a cumulative grade point average
using a set of consistent values. The GPA offers admissions committees another numerical basis
for comparing applicants.

ǒ Applicant Index: Many law schools ask the CAS to combine applicantsô LSAT scores and GPAs
with weighted constants to produce a single number which can be used to assess and compare
potential for doing well.

Subjective Criteria
Subjective criteria are the factors law schools consider in addition to GPAs and LSAT scores:

7 Note that as of summer 2019, over 40 law schools now accept the GRE. See https://www.ets.org/gre/
revised_general/about/law/
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LSAC offers fee waivers for those with a demonstrated inability to pay for essential parts of the
application. The waivers cover two LSATs per testing year (June through April); one LSAT Writing; one
CAS registration, which includes the Letter of Recommendation service and access to electronic
applications; and six CAS Law

https://www.lsac.org/lsat/lsat-dates-deadlines-score-release-dates/lsat-cas-fees-and-refunds/fee-waivers-lsat-credential
https://www.lsac.org/lsat/taking-lsat/about-digital-lsat
http://lsac.org
https://www.lsac.org/lsat/lsat-dates-deadlines/january-2023-lsat-international-administration
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using the schoolôs grading scale, then those grades will be calculated into both the sponsoring schoolôs
GPA and the overall GPA, but not into your home institutionôs GPA, as this is ñtransferò work.

If you directly enrolled in one or more foreign institutions, and the total amount of work is the equivalent of
one year or less, do not list the foreign institution when you register for the CAS, and do not have a
transcript forwarded to LSAC. You may, however, be required to list your attendance at such institutions
on your applications to law schools.

CAS Law School Reports
After students send their applications and other materials to CAS-requiring law schools, the schools will
contact LSAC directly to request the applicantôs law school report. The reports are prepared by CASðthe
only thing students must do is order and pay for a law school report for each school to which the
student applies. The report will include the following:

ǒ A year-by-year grade and credit summary
ǒ Photocopies of all your transcripts
ǒ Your GPA for each academic year, your degree GPA from your home institution, and your

cumulative GPA reflecting work at your home institution and all other institutions you have
attended

ǒ A description of your overall grade distribution
ǒ The mean LSAT score and GPA of students at your undergraduate school who have subscribed

to the CAS and your percentile graduation rank among those students
ǒ Up to 12 LSAT scores from the past five years, including cancellations and absences
ǒ An average LSAT score, if you have more than one score on file
ǒ Copies of your LSAT writing sample

The CAS report may also include an applicant index described in the Admissions Criteria section. Visit
LSAC for more information about CAS Law School Reports.

The Application
There are several options for submitting applications to law schools. You can apply to any ABA approved
law school through the CAS electronic application, which streamlines the process by allowing you to enter
common information only once; you then complete each schoolôs individual application and submit your
applications electronically.

You can also complete applications located on schoolsô websites, or call the schools to request hard-copy
applications. Addresses and phone numbers of admissions offices are provided on schoolsô websites.
Completing application forms is a fairly straightforward process. Schools will be seeking basic information
about you, including your academic background, extracurricular activities, and employment history. You
may be asked to list other schools to which you are applying; responding to this question and/or indicating
an interest in financial aid will not affect your chances for admission.

Be truthful and forthright as you complete the applications. Enclose a resume with your application, but be
sure to respond to all of the questions on the applications.

Personal Statements
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other academic abilities. They are especially interested in a professor's assessment of a stu

https://www.lsac.org/applying-law-school/jd-application-process/credential-assembly-service-cas/letters-recommendation


https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?BostonCollege&layout_id=11




https://bc.joinhandshake.com/appointments




https://www.lsac.org/docs/default-source/publications-(lsac-resources)/statementofgoodadm.pdf
https://www.accesslex.org/resources/examining-value-measuring-engagement-the-long-term-outcomes-of-a-law-degree
https://www.accesslex.org/resources/examining-value-measuring-engagement-the-long-term-outcomes-of-a-law-degree


https://www.accesslex.org/tools-and-resources/debt-driven-repayment-options
https://studentaid.gov/sa/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
https://www.accesslex.org/types-of-financial-aid#StudentLoans
https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/paying-law-school/financial-aid-options


26

have been almost always rejected, and that their loans have not been forgiven after ten years. The10

program, at least in its current iteration, is not a fast-track to loan forgiveness and financial security for
those interested in public interest careers.

Private Loans
Credit is an important factor in securing private loans. Interest rates, fees, and terms of repayment vary
significantly. There are a number of private loan programs available to credit-worthy borrowers who are
not eligible for federal student loans. Additionally, some lenders make available postgraduate loans for
bar-review study. Eligibility for these bar loans is based on your credit history and the lending institutionôs
willingness to lend.

The terms and conditions of these programs vary greatly. Pay careful attention to the explanations found
in loan application brochures and consumer information. You can also contact the individual programs or
visit their websites for further details. And remember, always borrow the minimum loan amount needed to
attend the law school you have chosen.

It is best to work with your law school financial aid office before making a decision about loans for law
school.

Grants and Scholarships
Grants and scholarships are offered by law schools based upon criteria set by the school, which can
include academic merit, financial need, ethnicity, specific talents, residency or other qualifications. Check
with each law school early in the application process for more information.

Law schools may offer merit scholarships to highly qualified applicants with an offer of admission. When
law schools consider your financial need, they may require family income information even if you are
considered independent for tax purposes, or for federal education loans.

Some states provide limited grants for law school; there are no federal grants for law students. Certain
national foundations and organizations offer grants and scholarships for law school through a competitive
application process.

Students should investigate opportunities for university assistantships for second and third year law
students at law schools they are considering. Assistantships generally provide a l
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The American Bar Association no longer sets limits on the number of hours a first-year law student can
work per week, although some law schools may individually do so. Many law students obtain summer
employment and part-time employment during the school year. This can help reduce the amount of
money borrowed.

Frugality
It is often said, ñIf you live like a lawyer in law school, you will live like a law student once you graduate.ò
Frugality can be your best friend.

How to Apply for Financial Aid
There are several important steps you need to take if you are applying for financial aid for law school:

ǒ Check your credit. If you will be using Federal Grad PLUS or private loans for law school, order a
free copy of your credit report and verify the information. These loans may not be available if your
credit history does not meet minimum standards.

ǒ Apply early for financial aid. Check each law schoolôs website to learn financial aid deadlines.
Some schools have priority dates for submitting financial aid information; students who apply
earlier have a better opportunity to obtain limited grant money.

ǒ Complete your FAFSA as soon as possible after January 1. Completion of the FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) is required for all federal student loan programs. The FAFSA
is also used by some law schools to collect information for their own institutional aid. Because the
FAFSA requires tax information from the previous year, it cannot be completed before January 1.

ǒ Some schools have separate applications for financial aid, while others use the law school
application or the FAFSA. Schools also vary in how they distribute their own funds.

ǒ If you have special circumstances, provide this information to the law school financial aid office.
This can be critical for law students who have been working full-time in the prior year or who have
unusual medical or family expenses.

ǒ Do not wait to complete the FAFSA until after you are admitted to a law school. You can list up
to ten law schools where you want reports sent, and update this list with additional schools.

ǒ If your federal tax return will not be ready until later in the spring, you can estimate prior year
income on the FAFSA. Parental income is not considered in determining eligibility for federal
loans to graduate-level students; you will be directed to skip Section III- Parental Information in
the FAFSA.

Making the Decision
Once you have provided all required information, law schools can offer you a financial aid package. To
determine your financial need, schools take the estimated contribution calculated by the federal
government on your FAFSA and subtract it from the schoolôs student expense budget.

In deciding which law school to attend, it is important to balance your financial considerations with other
criteria, such as reputation, location, size, faculty, programs and placement success. Compare the net of
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your projected costs at each school you are considering, offset by any offers of grants or scholarships
from the school, to determine the amount you will need to make up through loans or personal funds.

Applying for Loans
Once you have chosen a law school, expect to receive important additional financial information from the
school. Even though you have already completed the FAFSA and law school financial aid forms, you must
still apply for the loans.

Your law school financial aid office will help you identify the correct process for securing federal loans,
and private loans if

https://www.lsac.org/choosing-law-school/paying-law-school
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students and lawyers.

ǒ HEATH Resource Center is a national clearinghouse for persons with disabilities.

The following organizations can provide insight to candidates from underrepresented backgrounds
applying to law school:

ǒ ABA Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Profession

ǒ Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF)

ǒ Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA)

ǒ Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF)

ǒ NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund

ǒ National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA)

ǒ National Black Law Student Association (NBLSA)

ǒ Native American Rights Fund (NARF)

ǒ Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education Fund (PRLDEF)

ǒ LGBT Bar
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